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THE   TIMES   HISTOEY   OF   THK   IF-!/?.
THE  KING  OF  THE   BELGIANS   IN   FLANDERS. At an inspection of a Red Cross equipment.
Government, taken by surprise and driven from its official seat, was not in a position to discharge its normal functions It could neither send emissaries through the country to enquire into local conditions nor enforce measures that it deemed salutary. The Germans, for their part, were not seriously disposed to mitigate, at any cost to themselves, the lot of their Belgian victims. Even when they had partially restored the machinery of civil government, the German military authorities were not actively concerned to alleviate distress, while, as shown above, in the autumn of 1914 the Belgian channels through which alone relief could flow were stopped up. In short, a few weeks of war liad brought a civil population of seven millions within sight of starvation. Yet another few weeks and the situation would be this : no food in the country, no means of transporting it from without, no money to buy it. Something had to be done.
To avert the impending catastrophe Mr. Brand Whxtlock, the American Minister in Brussels, .ind the Marquis do Villalobar, the Spanish JMinister, entered into consultation with leading Belgians. It was decided to
seek an understanding with tho belligoront Governments which would facilitate the importation of food ; and this undorHl-anding was brought about. With tho Gorman military authoritios it was negotiated by the two Ministers alroady mentioned ; with tho Allied Governments it was tho work of Mr. Page, tho American Ambassador, and Scnor Merry del \ral, tho Spanish Ambassador in London. This was tho first step; tho belligerent Governments accepted II10 principle that, subject to certain guarantees, tho importation of food for the civil population of Bolgium should bo encouraged Tho practical work was next undertaken.
As a result of conferences which took place* in London late in October, tho (Vmnnission for Relief in Belgium was organized ; and at Mio same time the Relief Committoo which already existed in Brussels was expanded into tho Comite National de (Socours ot d'Alimentation by the addition of delegates from similar associations which had boon const ifcutod iu the different provinces of Bolgiurn. In a sense the Commission and tho Com it 6 wero two aspects of the same organization, for they